Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #35 
March 15, 2022 
Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


Most of you indicated an interest in Reeded Edge Halves when you purchased my book 
“REEDED EDGE HALF DOLLARS 1836 TO 1839, R-4 to R-8 DIE VARIETIES”. 
Others were added to my list of interested collectors after I announced my “38 Most 
Common Die Marriages” would be emailed once a month, starting in August 2019 at the 
ANA Coin Show in Chicago. I am now encouraging Liberty Seated Coin Club Members 
to join in the hunt. 


My intention is to educate collectors further in the study of Reeded Edge Halves. I will 
continue to report such topics as follows: 


1. The 38 Most Common Die Marriages (started August 2019 on a monthly 
basis). 


2. The results of recent auction sales of R-4 and rarer die marriages. 
3. Have photos of interesting die stages. 


4. Interesting information on what I now call Gobrecht Bust Half Dollars 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


1838 GR-13 


This die marriage is the most common die variety for 1838, its rarity rating is R-1 (over 
1,000 known). While researching in Stacks and Bowers Archives, I found 21 specimens 
listed. Of those 21, one PCGS MS64 specimen sold on 4 occasions. In Dick Graham’s 
book “A Registry of Die Varieties of Reeded Edge Half Dollars 1836-1839” he lists a 
census of 66, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65, 64, 64 and 64, that was published in 2012. In my 
November 2021 Census, I had 64, 62, 62, 58, 55, 55, 53, 50, 45 and 45 reported by JRCS, 
Bust Half Nut, LSCC members and others. 


Prior to Dick Graham’s book in 2012, the die marriage was listed as 1838 JR-6 in Jules 
Reiver’s “Variety Identification Manual for United States Reeded Edge Half Dollars 
1836-1839”, printed in 1988. 





1838 GR-13 PCGS AUS55 Obverse — Early Die Stage 


The above photo shows an Early Die Stage of 1838 GR-13. The second 8 
leans sharply to the left. This obverse does not appear to have any die 
breaks at any time. It can be identified by a small lump in the hair just 
below the headband and between IB (see small circle). There is also a large 
lump to the left of the looped temple curl (see larger circle). Graham states 
the following “Sharp Very Early Die States will show lines in the dentils in 
front of Bust, and from left bottom of Bust around to right to below 18”. 





1838 GR-13 PCGS AUS55 Reverse — Early Die Stage 


The two main features of the above reverse are the fact that almost all of the vertical lines 
in the shield extend to the second crossbar and the even more obvious fact that there is a 
die break that starts at L1 and continues clockwise through the leaves and left-wing tip 
and bottoms of UNITED STATES OF A. Graham says “I have not seen this reverse 
without the die crack and I do not think the prime exists, but if it does it would be 
extremely rare”. 





1838 GR-13 PCGS AU details, Obverse — Later Die Stage 


This is obviously a Later Die Stage as the dentils on both sides of the obverse are either 
very mushy or very weak. The lump in the hair below the space between IB appears 
more visible and the lump on the temple in front of the looped temple curl is heavier. 
There appears to be a die break from the tip of the bust to the lowest point of Star 1 (this 
may be a scratch). If I see a die break on another specimen of 1838 GR-13, it will 
confirm it is a die break. 
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1838 GR-13 PCGS AU details Reverse — Later Die Stage 


This Later Die Stage has a thicker die crack on the reverse and lumps are forming 
between UN and between IT. Shortly after this die stage, the obverse die was replaced, 
and the new combination became the 1838 GR-14 die marriage. Graham mentions that 
this die was lapped between uses causing loss of detail, especially at the tip of the olive 
stem. 


The later use of this reverse die will be shown in next months Newsletter #36, when I 
cover the 1838 GR-14 die marriage. 


Commentary 


Most collectors try to avoid certified coins that say “details — cleaned”. In general, I 
believe that is good advice. However, when searching for die stages, you can not always 
be that picky. I think, sometimes, that there is a war going on between PCGS and NGC 
as to who can find the smallest problem with a coin and call it cleaned or even worse 
“Questionable Color”. I even have a coin that says “cleaned on obverse”. I also have a 
major die marriage that says “Questionable Color” that most collectors would prefer over 
a coin that says PCGS AUS3 (finest known is PCGS AU55). Below is a specimen that I 
recently purchased on eBay where the former owner described the coin as PCGS AU 
details, cleaned but he thought it was Uncirculated: 





1837 GR-16 PCGS AU Details Obverse - Very Late Die Stage 
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1837 GR-16 PCGS AU Details Reverse - Very Late Die Stage 


The specimen shown above is rated R-4 (76 to 200 known, Sheldon), however, Graham’s 
census shows 61, 61, 61, 60 and 58. In my November 2021 Census, I had 61, 58, 55, 55, 
53, 53, 50, 50 and 50 reported by JRCS members and others. This specimen has the 
latest die break as mentioned by Graham, if you have a later die stage, please send a 
photo to me at bustcoinl@verizon.net . I consider this specimen as being one of the 
“hidden treasures” that some collectors avoid because the coin is certified “AU details, 
cleaned”. 


In next month’s Newsletter, I will cover the next die marriage of the “38 Most Common 
Reeded Edge Half Dollars”, 1838 GR-14 and provide you will information on another 
“hidden treasure”. Which Die Marriage do you think is rarer, 1839-O GR-4, rated R-4 
(121 to 160 known, BHN) or 1839-O GR-5, rated R-4+ (81 to 120 known, BHN)? 
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JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes its J R Journal 
normally about 3 times a year. There is so much you can learn from the many articles 
that are published, including New Discoveries, Census Information on early silver issues, 
mint processes, die stage information and more. Membership is just $25 per year. 
Anyone interested may contact W. David Perkins at wdperki@attglobal.net . 


LSCC 


I also strongly recommend that collectors interested in Liberty Seated Coins join LSCC. 
LSCC publishes it’s Gobrecht Journal 3 times a year by Bill Bugert. They also have their 
E-Gobrecht Monthly Newsletter that is published by Paul Kluth. Membership is just $30 
per year. Anyone interested may contact Jeff Ball at jeffballphoto@gmail.com . 


